
Herman D. Taylor
February 26, 1937 - August 27, 2019

Herman Daniel Taylor, 82, Professor Emeritus of Eastern Illinois University,
passed away on Tuesday, August 27, at Memorial Hospital in Springfield,
Illinois. 

 A funeral service will be held at 10:00 AM, Saturday, August 31, 2019 at St.
John’s Lutheran Church, 200 Charleston Avenue, Mattoon, Illinois 61938;
Reverend Adam Jacobsen will officiate. A visitation will be from 5:00 PM-7:00
PM, Friday, August 30, 2019 at Mitchell-Jerdan Funeral Home, 1200 Wabash
Avenue, Mattoon, Illinois 61938. 

 Dr. Taylor was born on February 26, 1937, in Yazoo City, Mississippi, the only
child of the late George D. Taylor and Eddie Mae Woolfolk Taylor. The family
relocated to Chicago in 1942 where Herman became a product of the Chicago
Public Schools. His study of the organ began while a freshman in high school
with Walter E. Gossette, a teacher he very much admired. He subsequently
earned a bachelor's degree in organ performance from Chicago Musical
College of Roosevelt University having studied with Robert Reuter and both
the master's and doctorate degrees in organ performance from the University
of Michigan under the tutelage of the renowned Dr. Marilyn Mason. Too, he
held the AAGO Certificate from the American Guild of Organists. 

 On July 21, 1970, Herman married Vivian Celestine Hicks of Jackson,
Mississippi, and they became a musical team, presenting many recitals
together. 

 His teaching career of 30 years included tenures at Southern University, in



Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and at Prairie View A & M University in Prairie View,
Texas. At Dillard University in New Orleans he served as Chair of the Division
of Humanities; and at Eastern Illinois University Dr. Taylor Chaired the
Department of Music. 

 At least in part Dr. Taylor's career was distinguished by the many, many
prestigious honors and awards he received. For example: The Society of
American Musicians Award in organ playing; Rockefeller Foundation Grant in
organ which awarded him study with the late Marcel Dupre in Paris, France;
Graduate Student Assistant in organ at The University of Michigan; Palmer
Christian Award in organ; consultant in Giessen, Baumholder, Darmstadt and
Frankfurt, West Germany, under the auspices of the United States Army
Chaplaincy; and a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to
participate in the summer seminar, "The Practice of Schenkerian Analysis." In
1985 Dr. Taylor was the recipient of a grant from the United Negro College
Fund which afforded him the opportunity to conduct research on the organ
music of African American composers. This research resulted in the CD of a
lecture recital performed in Atlanta at the AGO National Convention and has
been aired on Pipe Dreams on public radio a number of times. 

 And in many respects perhaps a crowning achievement: Also in 1985, Dr.
Taylor challenged himself to present the Johann Sebastian Bach
Commemorative 

 Organ Recital Series--performed from memory--to celebrate Bach's 300th
birthday in 17 recitals in the United States and Western Europe. 

 Despite his busy academic career, Herman was very active in church music
and over the years served as organist and organist-choirmaster in churches
representing ten different denominations in various parts of the country. He
was an excellent accompanist and performed with many outstanding singers
and instrumentalists. This phase of his professional life took him to Canada
and Alaska, as well as to many college campuses and concert halls in the
United States. 

 He was a member of the St. John's Lutheran Church, Mattoon, where he



served faithfully as organist for thirteen years. 
Herman Taylor leaves to mourn his memory a loving and devoted wife of 49
years; four children, Alicia Danielle Taylor of Orstad, Norway; Daniel
(Christina) Taylor of Springfield, Illinois; Kristin Nicole Taylor of Los Angeles,
California; Sharon Perry of Modesto, California; four grandchildren,
Christopher, Nicholas, and Sofia Taylor; and Maria Taylor-Hellervik; three
sisters-in-law, Roxann Miller, Madelyn (Victor) Griffith and Jacqueline Hicks of
Jackson, Mississippi and a host of other relatives and friends. 

 The family requests in lieu of flowers that donations may be made to the
Herman D. Taylor Music Scholarship Fund of St. John's Lutheran Church, to
the Alzheimer's Foundation, or to a charity of choice. 

 Please visit www.mitchell-jerdan.com or www.facebook.com/mitchelljerdanfun
eralhome to light a virtual candle in his honor or share a memory with the
family.
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Yvette Lynch - October 14, 2019 at 03:31 PM

To Vivian and family. I wish to extend my sincere condolences in the
loss of your husband and father. Please know that you are in my
thoughts and prayers. 

  
Sincerely, 

  
Yvette Holloway Lynch
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Natalie Criss - August 31, 2019 at 10:06 PM

Dear Aunt Vi, Alicia, Daniel and Kristin: 
  

On behalf of the Wilson & Criss Families, we extend our deepest
love and sympathy to you. Uncle Herman was loved and respected
by all of us, and we will miss his presence in our family. He built a
lasting legacy for all to be grateful for. 
 
Our fond memories include his encouragement for us to take piano
lessons, and his commitment to fly to Virginia just to play for my
wedding. 
 
Please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers. May God be
your comfort and strength. 
 
Love, 

 Scheresa, Rainer II, Chandler, Angela & Alaina, 
 James, Natalie, Justin & Shayla

Gary Jensen - August 31, 2019 at 10:03 AM

I am proud to have worked with him over the years and will always
remember the great recital he played for our organ dedication at
Resurrection Lutheran Church in Chicago. A truly great musician. 
Gary Jensen
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Dr. Calvin Taylor - August 30, 2019 at 11:14 PM

Dear Vivian, family, and beloved friends of Doctor Herman Taylor, 
 
I first met Herman forty-six years ago when we began studying at
Michigan. We had several classes and church organist positions in
parallel. I am sure many will remember him as a superb and
consummate musician. I will remember Dr. Taylor as a brilliant and
insightful humanitarian, as well as a wonderful humorist and friend.
Dr. Taylor also served as a valued member of the board of our
Foundation. The vast world of renowned organists must now
urgently regroup. One of our very finest has taken emeritus leave.
Dr. Taylor will long be remembered and held in highest esteem.
Nunc Dimittis, Dear Herman, with fervent affection always. —Dr.
Calvin Taylor
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Helen Krehbiel - September 03, 2019 at 12:37 PM

Dr. Taylor was an incredible organist/musician. As EIU Music Dept.
Chair, I found Herman to be humorous, creative and friendly as he
solved daily happenings. May God bless you, Vivian and family, as
your happy memories sustain! 

 Helen Krehbiel

Wicks Organ Company - August 30, 2019 at 01:12 PM

Vivian and family, we are so saddened to learn of Herman’s
passing. Many of us who have worked with him have thought of him
often and wondered how he was doing. Please accept our deepest
heart felt condolences. The world of music has lost an incredible
talent, and the world as a whole , a kind and gentle human being.
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Mitchell-Jerdan Funeral Home - August 29, 2019 at 03:08 PM

62 files added to the album LifeTributes

Jan Fischer & Allison Fischer Blanchard - August 29, 2019 at 01:27 PM

To the Taylor Family, Our sincere condolences in the loss of your
Father and Husband. Prayers to the Family.

James Toombs - August 29, 2019 at 12:57 PM

To: Vivian Taylor & Family
 We maybe absent in the flesh, but our spirit is

with you.
 "Blessed are they that mourn:

 for they shall be comforted." (Matthew 5:4)
  

With much love and deepest sympathy,
 James (Blue) & Lucy Toombs
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Lindsey Rathgeb - August 29, 2019 at 09:19 AM

Dr. Taylor taught me in my first theory class at EIU. I met my
husband in that class, and we have such fond memories of Dr.
Taylor and his enthusiastic teaching, even though the class met at 8
am three says a week. Our thoughts and prayers are with his family
at this time. We’re so thankful for him and all he taught us!


