
Harold Albert "Al" Sherline
July 8, 1925 - January 9, 2019

Harold Albert “Al” Sherline, (93) returned to his heavenly home on
Wednesday, January 9, 2019, surrounded by his family. His devotion to his
family and his firm belief in God supported him and ultimately brought him
peace. 

Al was born to the late Herman M. Sherline and Margaret Bisset in Brooklyn,
NY, on July 8, 1925. He grew up in Bethesda, MD, near Washington, D.C.,
playing sports and helping his mother garden. He was the youngest of three
children and was preceded in death by his siblings. He tells stories of seeing
professional baseball games at Griffith Stadium in Washington, D.C. for a
nickel and seeing the original Frankenstein movie as a kid that caused him to
not sleep for a month. He hitchhiked to and from school many days and
played baseball well into the night. 

 

Al attended Bethesda-Chevy Chase (BCC) High School and excelled in both
basketball and baseball. After high school he enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps in 1943 to serve in WWII. He served as a corporal in the South Pacific
one tour of duty until 1946. He was located on Tinian Island when the Enola
Gay lifted off with the atomic bomb used to end the war. After the war he came
back to attend the University of Maryland and graduated in 1954 with a
degree in Physical Education. While living in the DC area, he met his future
wife and love of his life. 



His first coaching position was with Eastern Junior High School in Silver
Spring, MD, from 1952-54. He then moved to Illinois and became a teacher,
coach and administrator at Williamsville High School from 1954-1956. He
furthered his career as Athletic Director and basketball coach at Taylorville
High School from 1956-1962 and took his 1959 team to the state playoffs.
During this time, he also attended the University of Illinois and received his
Master’s Degree in Education in 1959. The family then moved to the Chicago
area and Al became head basketball coach at the newly opened Elgin Larkin
High School and served there from 1962-1967. He coached a cross country
team to the state finals at Larkin. 

 

Al was an educator at heart as he dedicated the next 31 years of his life to the
Mattoon Area Adult Education Center. The family moved to Mattoon in 1967.
He led a team of teachers that provided vocational skill training and GED
equivalent degrees in order to help many area students find meaningful work.
The adult center also had a day care and kindergarten program and he
greeted the hundreds of children they served throughout the years each day
with a positive attitude and a smile. He received numerous education awards
throughout his career including “Adult Educator of the Year” in 1973 and was
appointed to the State Advisory Council Adult, Vocational and Technology
Education, Illinois, The State of Illinois declared “Al Sherline Day” when he
retired in 1998 because of his years of work in adult education. 

 

He was a member of the Retired Teachers Association of Coles County. He
also attended the First Baptist Church of Mattoon where he was found with a
shiny penny or a piece of candy in his pocket for all the children. Al loved to
visit the YMCA and see his friends while he worked out. As a former marine,
he was very patriotic and never missed a parade in the streets of Mattoon.
The marching bands and the American flag were his favorites. He also
coached his children in sports and in life. He was a firm believer in PMA –



positive mental attitude and mind over matter. As part of “The Greatest
Generation,” Al will be missed. 

Harold married Aileen Mitchell on August 3, 1956, in Springfield, Illinois. They
were married for 60 years. With Aileen being from North Carolina and Al from
Maryland, their summer vacations were spent up and down the east coast
with their families. They loved all the beaches from Myrtle Beach, SC, to
Ocean City, MD. Most recently he loved hearing of his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren participate in church, in school, in music and in sports. 

Al is survived by his daughters, Dixie McQuality (Rod) of Sherman, IL, Lori
Coady (Tim) of Taylorville, IL; his son, Chuck Sherline (Michelle)of Chicago,
IL; his grandchildren, Matt McQuality (Kelsey) of Avon, OH, Cara Kern
(Nathaniel) of Chatham, IL, Tyler and Nathan Coady of Taylorville, IL, James
and Sophia Sherline of Chicago, IL; and his great-grandchildren, Landon and
Keegan McQuality of Avon, OH and Kinsley Kern of Chatham, IL. 

 

A Celebration of Life in his honor will begin at 12:00 P.M., Saturday, January
12, 2019, at the First Baptist Church of Mattoon, 1804 S. 9th Street, Mattoon,
IL 61938, with Reverend Dennis Strawn officiating. The visitation will be held
from 10:00 A.M. until the time of service at the church. He will be buried with
military honors at a later date at Camp Butler National Cemetery in
Springfield, IL. Mitchell-Jerdan Funeral Home, located at 1200 Wabash
Avenue, Mattoon, IL 61938, is assisting the family with arrangements. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be made to the Mattoon First Baptist Church. 

 

Please visit www.mitchelljerdan.com or www.facebook.com/mitchelljerdanfune
ralhome to light a virtual candle in his honor or memory with the family.



Cemetery Details

Camp Butler National Cemetery

5063 Camp Butler Rd
Springfield, IL 62707

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 12. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church
1804 S 9th Street
Mattoon, IL 61938

Celebration of Life

JAN 12. 12:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church
1804 S 9th Street
Mattoon, IL 61938
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October 08, 2023 at 07:40 PM

Harold Albert "Al" Sherline

Kari Lauterbach - January 16, 2019 at 01:52 PM

Dixie, Lori, Chuck, 
 Very sorry to hear of the passing of your dad. Our thoughts and

prayers are with you and your families. 
  

Kari (Diepholz), Mike, and Kaitlynn Lauterbach

Clark Esarey - January 14, 2019 at 09:16 AM

So many great adult education memories !! Rest in peace Al !! 
 
Clark Esarey

Jo Swick - January 13, 2019 at 05:43 PM

Chuck, Dixie and Lori - So sorry to hear of your dad's passing. We
are out of state so couldn't get back for services. Your dad hired me
to teach at the Adult Center, first in the evening GED program and
then in the daytime, so I worked under his leadership for nearly 20
years. He was an inspiration to all of us and will surely be missed by
all who knew him.
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David Barker - January 12, 2019 at 01:10 PM

Prayers and sympathy to Coach Sherlines family. I still recall the
exciting games he brought to Taylorville High School basketball. I
did not know about his WW ll service to our country, thank you.
David Barker-Class of '59.Tulsa, Ok.
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Bill Little - January 12, 2019 at 10:54 PM

A welcome and totally supportive of all things athletic. As a new
teacher and coach he was an inspiration for me to be the best and
treat all students and athletes with respect. He was a great encourager
to me. The positive support was always there. The community (and
especially MHS) has lost a great supporter. R.I.P. Coach.

Deb Gianesin - January 11, 2019 at 11:11 PM

So sorry to hear of his passing but to know he is in heaven with his
savior is a blessing. I first met Mr. Sherline at the Adult school in
mattoon. he was always so kind he was always so friendly and on
spaghetti he always wore his bib what a guy to know

Joyce Schmidt - January 11, 2019 at 09:30 PM

My sincere sympathy to Al’s family and rejoice for him that he is with
the Lord. I taught the Certified Nursing class at MAAEC for 11 years
and now reside at Meridian Village in Glen Carbon IL. I have many
pleasant memories of those years.
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Mary von Liski - January 11, 2019 at 12:10 PM

Heartfelt sympathy, caring thoughts, prayers. Wishing the family: a
song in your hearts; a rainbow after the rain; sunshine after the
clouds; cherished memories; blessings; peace. Mary von Liski

Marcia McQuality Brelsfoard - January 11, 2019 at 11:22 AM

Marcia McQuality Brelsfoard lit a candle in
memory of Harold Albert "Al" Sherline

January 11, 2019 at 09:14 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Harold Albert "Al" Sherline.

January 11, 2019 at 08:20 AM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Harold Albert "Al" Sherline.

https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Gladine Carter - January 10, 2019 at 05:23 PM

Good memories of the Sherline family as neighbors and friends in
the "old neighborhood " on N. 29th St, Watching job changes and
children growing and having fun, cookouts with the kids and solving
squabbles in home games or on the basesball field, chatting across
the street and finally all of us moving to different areas, kids getting
married and starting their own families. Al was such a community
oriented person and 
will be missed by all who knew of his many accomplishments and
excellence with the education programs in our area. Let his
memories bless his family members. 

 GLADINE CARTER 
(Robert} 

 Ken Steve Scott

Lori Coady - January 15, 2019 at 10:11 AM

Thank you! What good memories we have of you guys!

Steve Matheny - January 10, 2019 at 04:39 PM

Al was the greatest person you would ever meet. He was so good to
my entire family. No words can express our thanks to Al and his
family. We regret his passing but we feel blessed to have known
him. 
Steve Matheny


