
Charles Wayne Cole
February 12, 1932 - October 27, 2019

Charles Wayne Cole, age 87, of Charleston, IL formerly of Mattoon, IL,
passed away at 7:56 P.M. on Sunday, October 27, 2019 at his residence in
Charleston, IL. 

 

Funeral services celebrating his life will be held 1:00 P.M. on Friday,
November 1, 2019 at the Mitchell-Jerdan Funeral Home, 1200 Wabash Ave.,
Mattoon, IL 61938 with Reverend Brad Brown officiating, Masonic Rites will
follow at 1:45 P.M. being conducted by members and guests of the Mattoon
Masonic lodge #260 A.F.A.M. Burial will be at Arcola Cemetery in Arcola, IL
with Military Rites being conducted by the Honor Guard of the Mattoon, IL
VFW Post 4325. Visitation will be from 11:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M. before services at
the funeral Home. 

 

Charles was born on February 12, 1932 in Mattoon, IL. The son of Clyde D.
and Hattie H. (Thompson) Cole. He married Gladys Myles Higgins in Mt.
Vernon, IL. 

 

He is survived by his wife Gladys M. Cole of Charleston, IL. His children; Jerry
Cole and his wife Holly of Sturgeon Bay, WI, Wendy Drake and her husband
Brad of Charleston, IL and Cindy Jones and her husband Gary of Prosper, TX;
his step-children, Sandy Pence and husband John of Roswell, GA, Sally
LeAnne Gerrie and her husband Lonnie of Ashmore, IL; one brother, Gene



Cole of Crowley, TX; two sisters Mary Arnold of Salem, IL and Bonnie Wright
of Robinson, IL; five grandchildren, Samantha Stroik and her husband Travis,
Hannah Cole, Perrin Dean Cole, James Jones and Matthew Jones; three
step-grandchildren, Connor Pence, Jennifer Finney and Makayla Coe and
husband Brody of Ashmore, IL; two great step-grandchildren, Isabella Finney
and Evelyn Grace Fortune. He was preceded in death by one son, Steven
Cole; one brother, Ray Cole; two brother in-laws, Paul Arnold and Warren
Wright; one sister-in-law, Pem Cole. 

 

Charles received his education from Eastern State High School, the
Laboratory School at Eastern Illinois University in Charleston, IL. After
seventeen years of schooling, Charles received his masters’ degree in
Education from Eastern Illinois University. 

Throughout the years, he was an educator at Clinton High School, Joliet East
High School, Danville High School and Shawnee Community College. Charles
made his way back to his community, as an educator and administrator for
Lake Land Community College in Mattoon, IL where he retired from after
fifteen years. 

Charles proudly served our country in the Army as a Spec 2 Corporal in Korea
from December 1954 to September 1956. He was a member of Mattoon
Family Worship Center. He was actively involved in the Mattoon Masonic
Lodge #260 A.F. & A.M., serving as Chaplain, District Deputy, past Master and
Grand Master for six years. He was a member Mattoon VFW Post 4325 and
Mattoon American Legion Post 88. 

 

His hobbies included camping, gardening, fishing with his wife, and watching
squirrels, especially his little black one. He was a lifelong dedicated Chicago
Cubs fan. 



Charles touched the lives of many and his memory will live on. 
 

Memorials in his honor are to be made to Mattoon Family Worship Center,
5475 Lerna Road, Mattoon, IL 61938. 

 

Please visit www.mitchell-jerdan.com or www.facebook.com/mitchelljerdanfun
eralhome to light a virtual candle in his honor or share a memory with the
family.



Cemetery Details

Arcola Township Cemetery

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 1. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Mitchell-Jerdan Funeral Home Ltd.
1200 Wabash Ave
Mattoon, IL 61938
(217) 234-8828
contact@mitchelljerdan.com
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/

Service

NOV 1. 1:00 PM (CT)

Mitchell-Jerdan Funeral Home Ltd.
1200 Wabash Ave
Mattoon, IL 61938
(217) 234-8828
contact@mitchelljerdan.com
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/
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October 08, 2023 at 07:40 PM

Charles Wayne Cole

Katina Smith - November 02, 2019 at 05:57 PM

I just heard that Chuck passed away! I met him when he worked at
Sarah Bush Lincoln as a part time courier! Just loved him! He
always had a story to share! Such a great man! He would always
ask about my kids he reminded me so much of my Grandfather! So
very sorry for your families loss!

Brenda Paxton - November 02, 2019 at 04:36 AM

Jerry, Wendy, Cindy, and Families: 
There are no words but we hope your memories give you some
comfort during this time. So sorry we didn’t see you but we didn’t
see the notice until Saturday. Lots of thoughts and prayers being
sent your way! 
Larry and Brenda Paxton
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Mitchell-Jerdan Funeral Home - November 01, 2019 at 09:55 AM

39 files added to the album LifeTributes

Shay LeBlanc - October 31, 2019 at 05:21 PM

Shay LeBlanc purchased the Medium Dish Garde
n for the family of Charles Wayne Cole.

sara wilson - October 31, 2019 at 10:14 AM

Jerry, Windy ,Cindy and family’s. Gail and I are very sorry we will
not be able to be there, we will be out of town. We are so very sorry
for your loss! So hard to lose a loved one.

https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 31, 2019 at 04:29 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Charles Wayne Cole.

Michael H. Shirley - October 30, 2019 at 10:37 PM

Chuck was one of the finest men I've had the privilege of knowing.

Greg Joyce, Amy, Bryan, Erick, Missy and families - October
30, 2019 at 05:22 PM

Greg Joyce, Amy, Bryan, Erick, Missy and
families purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket
for the family of Charles Wayne Cole.

N.E.W. Industries - October 30, 2019 at 01:11 PM

N.E.W. Industries purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Charles Wayne
Cole.

https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mitchell-jerdan.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

